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Contact Us
Each RDS office is run by an experienced researcher, well equipped to provide practical and user-friendly advice on
the research process and applying for funding. If you are unsure of where your nearest office is, or who best to contact, simply get in touch with the Co-ordinating Centre, Taunton on 01823 342792 or rds-sw@tst.nhs.uk or visit our
website at: www.rds-sw.nihr.ac.uk
Bath Office

01225 386575

rds-sw@bath.ac.uk

Bristol Office

0117 342 0233

rds@uhbristol.nhs.uk

Exeter Office

01392 403048

r.j.powell@ex.ac.uk

Gloucester Office

08454 225465

julie.hapeshi@glos.nhs.uk

Plymouth Office

01752 439098

Sue.Anderson@phnt.swest.nhs.uk

Poole Office

01202 448489

louise.ward@poole.nhs.uk

Salisbury Office

01722 429184

paul.strike@salisbury.nhs.uk

Taunton Office

01823 342792

rds-sw@tst.nhs.uk

Truro Office

01872 256417

colin.pritchard@rcht.cornwall.nhs.uk
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The RDS – South West Needs You!

Welcome to the third edition of the Research Design Service - South West
newsletter. The RDS-SW has now
been operational for around 18 months
and is firmly established across the region. Building upon the many local links
and relationships already established
by RDS staff, we have been delighted
to be involved in providing specialist
help and advice on a variety of methodological issues to researchers across
the region.
One of our recent grant application
successes is a pilot randomised controlled trial on “Visual feedback techniques in the clinical assessment and
treatment of speech disorders in hearing-impaired children”. The research
team, from Cornwall & Isles of Scilly
Primary Care Trust was awarded
£243,000 by the Research for Patient
Benefit (RfPB) programme. This study
is intended to pave the way for a definitive future randomised trial and is due
to conclude in July 2012. Further details can be found on page 2.
Another grant application success is
a Bath-based feasibility study into
“Contextual Cognitive-Behavioural
Therapy (CBT) for the SelfManagement of Chronic Pain in the
Community”. The Research team from
the Royal National Hospital For Rheumatic Diseases was awarded £180,000
by the RfPB programme. The overall
aim of the study is to improve the life of
the person suffering with ongoing distressing pain and to find new ways of
treating the large number of people in

the community who at the moment do
not access specialist services, and who
often go untreated. The study is due to
conclude in April 2012.
These projects outline some of the
benefits of involving the RDS-SW in
such applications. Please do take advantage of our free support service –
there are 9 RDS offices across the
South West and information on these
can be found on page 4 or on our website at www.rds-sw.nihr.ac.uk under
‘About Us’.
Following last year’s success, the
RDS-SW Residential Research School
in Brittany will be running again this
year and is due to take place after
Easter. Further details of the School
can be found on the following page.
Also, our third Grant Applications
Workshop took place on 18th March in
Bath. Previous Workshops have been
held in Plymouth and Bristol and, due
to continuing demand, we aim to run
further workshops in Poole and Exeter.
Further details of all our current learning opportunities can be found on our
website under ‘RDS Training’.
We are committed to providing the
highest quality support to researchers
across the South West and we look
forward to continuing to work with you
to produce many more successful grant
applications.

Dr Paul Ewings
Director, RDS - South West
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Contact Us
Each RDS office is run by an experienced researcher, well equipped to provide practical and user-friendly advice on
the research process and applying for funding. If you are unsure of where your nearest office is, or who best to contact, simply get in touch with the Co-ordinating Centre, Taunton on 01823 342792 or rds-sw@tst.nhs.uk or visit our
website at: www.rds-sw.nihr.ac.uk
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Welcome to the third edition of the Research Design Service - South West
newsletter. The RDS-SW has now
been operational for around 18 months
and is firmly established across the region. Building upon the many local links
and relationships already established
by RDS staff, we have been delighted
to be involved in providing specialist
help and advice on a variety of methodological issues to researchers across
the region.
One of our recent grant application
successes is a pilot randomised controlled trial on “Visual feedback techniques in the clinical assessment and
treatment of speech disorders in hearing-impaired children”. The research
team, from Cornwall & Isles of Scilly
Primary Care Trust was awarded
£243,000 by the Research for Patient
Benefit (RfPB) programme. This study
is intended to pave the way for a definitive future randomised trial and is due
to conclude in July 2012. Further details can be found on page 2.
Another grant application success is
a Bath-based feasibility study into
“Contextual Cognitive-Behavioural
Therapy (CBT) for the SelfManagement of Chronic Pain in the
Community”. The Research team from
the Royal National Hospital For Rheumatic Diseases was awarded £180,000
by the RfPB programme. The overall
aim of the study is to improve the life of
the person suffering with ongoing distressing pain and to find new ways of
treating the large number of people in

the community who at the moment do
not access specialist services, and who
often go untreated. The study is due to
conclude in April 2012.
These projects outline some of the
benefits of involving the RDS-SW in
such applications. Please do take advantage of our free support service –
there are 9 RDS offices across the
South West and information on these
can be found on page 4 or on our website at www.rds-sw.nihr.ac.uk under
‘About Us’.
Following last year’s success, the
RDS-SW Residential Research School
in Brittany will be running again this
year and is due to take place after
Easter. Further details of the School
can be found on the following page.
Also, our third Grant Applications
Workshop took place on 18th March in
Bath. Previous Workshops have been
held in Plymouth and Bristol and, due
to continuing demand, we aim to run
further workshops in Poole and Exeter.
Further details of all our current learning opportunities can be found on our
website under ‘RDS Training’.
We are committed to providing the
highest quality support to researchers
across the South West and we look
forward to continuing to work with you
to produce many more successful grant
applications.

Dr Paul Ewings
Director, RDS - South West
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